
Liberty Woodlands 2020 Architectural Guidelines and Process
The following document is intended to serve as a guide for all new construction or renovations to the 
exterior of any structure in the Woodlands.  

New Construction – Before you Build
In order to gain approval for any new construction in the Woodlands, whether it’s a new residence on 
an undeveloped lot, changes to an existing residence, or an additional structure on your property, the 
process follows these steps:

1. Owner submits plans to the LWHA board along with the applicable architectural review fee.  

a. The Board will evaluate the plans based on their adherence to the Architectural Design 
Guidelines.

b. The submitted plans shall include the documents and specifications listed in the 
checklist at the end of this document.  Please include this checklist when submitting 
your request.

2. The Architectural Committee reviews the plans and either approves, denies, requests 
clarification, or requests modification of the plans.

3. Upon approval for new construction, the owner is required to submit three fees to LWHA: 

a. water hookup fee

b. sewer hookup fee

c. refundable construction damage deposit (to be returned once any construction damage 
has been repaired).

For additional structures on or modifications to an already-developed property, plans must still 
be submitted to and approved by the LWHA Architectural Committee prior to any construction 
taking place.   

4. Upon Architectural Committee approval and receipt of fees by LWHA, LWHA will sign a Water 
Adequacy Form and a Sewer Approval Letter for the owner to use to obtain building permits.

Information to be included in Plan Submittal
1. 3D renderings are requested but not required, as they most clearly communicate the final 

product.

2. Site plan(s), clearly showing the following:

a. Property boundaries, including measurements

b. Landscaping plans, including location of driveway, parking, tree removal, and all other 
modifications to the landscape

c. Location of building footprint, including dimensions and distance from property 
boundaries

https://libertywoodlands.files.wordpress.com/2019/10/2020-dues-and-assessments.pdf


d. Septic tank location

e. Propane tank location

f. Electrical meter location

g. Snow storage area

3. Building Elevations

a. Dimensions should be clearly marked

b. Exterior building materials should be clearly explained, using images if possible (e.g., 
type, color, appearance, texture, application, etc).  This includes:

b.i. Windows

b.ii. Doors

b.iii. Siding

b.iv. Roof

b.v. Deck/Patio material

b.vi. Railings

b.vii. Exterior Chimneys

b.viii. Any other visible exterior element not listed here

c. Location of electrical meter should be shown and labeled

4. Floor Plans, including square footage

a. Clearly label the rooms (e.g., bedroom, kitchen, bathroom, etc)

b. All doors, windows, and walls should be clearly shown

c. All dimensions should be clearly shown, including total square footage

5. Exterior lighting plans, including descriptions of the type of lights you expect to use.

Architectural Design Guidelines
The following guidelines should form the basis of each new design in the Woodlands.  In general, the
guidelines are based on three guiding principles:

1.  Will it exist in harmony with the rest of the community?  Are the size, shape, and materials 
compatible with the Woodlands and our natural settings in general?

2. Is it built in a Firewise manner?  The LWHA has spent several years attempting to make our 
community more fire-resistant.  In evaluating new designs, the Architectural committee will 
consider building materials and landscaping plans.



3. Will it add long-term value to the community?  Every new structure that is built will change the 
community in some way.  The LWHA wishes that each new build represents a net improvement 
to the community, and for that reason we require quality design and construction.  Things like 
the placement of the structure relative to the road or neighbors, saving certain trees, specified 
materials, etc. all factor into this principle, and the Board may request modifications be made to 
the project to support this.

Massing/Shape
 Both peaked- and shed-roof designs are acceptable within the Woodlands.  Simple, rustic 

forms are encouraged; overly complicated designs will not be approved.

 Each residence is required to be at least 1,000 square feet of interior space (decks, garages, 
or exterior storage is not included).

Colors
 The overarching principle is to blend in.  For that reason, we require colors that naturally 

occur in nature. Blues, reds, yellows, greens, etc. or reflective metals will not be approved.  
In considering the colors of the design, we encourage you to consider how the structure will 
look adjacent to your neighbors and how it will blend in to the surroundings.  Rustic, aged, 
and wood-like appearances are encouraged.

Materials
 We encourage the use of FireWise building materials, such as CorTen, cement board, metal 

roofing, and fire-resistant siding.  However, construction in the Woodlands has historically 
been finished with more rustic wood siding.  For that reason, any non-wood material, such 
as CorTen or cement board, should not be used in a way that clashes with the previously-
built structures.  

o For example, an exterior finished with large, square, cement board panels would not
be approved.  However, an exterior finished with cement board siding, installed in a 
similar fashion to existing homes (such as horizontal or board-and-batten siding), 
could be approved.

 We encourage the use of heavy timber (e.g., log or glulam beams and posts).

 Roofs are required to be metal.

Infrastructure
 Electrical meters should be attached to the home in an inconspicuous place.

 Propane tanks should be at least 20 feet away from the home and be placed in an 
inconspicuous place or buried if possible.

 Designs should consider snow storage during the winter months.

 All residential construction must include a 1250-gallon septic tank.

Landscaping
 Clear-cutting is not permitted.



 Felled trees must be removed from the lot or repurposed.

Other
 Consider “toy storage” in the design.  Make sure there is adequate room for bikes, skis, 

canoes, etc.

 LWHA strongly prefers garages be attached to the main dwelling; RV-height garages are not 
permitted.

 Designs should provide adequate parking space for overnight guests, as no overnight 
parking is allowed on LWHA roads.

 All exterior lighting shall be compliant with current Dark Sky recommendations and 
ordinances.

 Consider wiring for a generator to operate indoor electrical fixtures.



During Construction
 All construction sites must adhere to these guidelines.

 Garbage must be covered and secured.

 All sites with no functioning toilet must have a portable onsite.

 All construction sites must be maintained in an orderly state and secured if necessary.

 All construction must be completed within two years of the first construction activity onsite.

 Any construction outside the approved design or not in accordance with the guidelines is 
subject to fines in accordance with the current Fine Schedule.

 All construction activities must take place within the boundaries of the owner’s property, 
including laydown and storage space.

 The road surface should be maintained/repaired to eliminate potholes and lowered road 
sides or any other damage caused by trenching for utilities or heavy equipment.

https://libertywoodlands.files.wordpress.com/2016/10/lwha-rules-regulations-and-fine-schedule-1.pdf
https://libertywoodlands.files.wordpress.com/2015/10/construction-guidelines-march-2016-final.pdf


After Construction
 Any modifications to the exterior of the home or landscaping, or the addition of structures 

(such as sheds) must be approved by the Board.

 The construction damage deposit will be returned once it has been determined that any 
damage to community property from construction activities has been repaired.

 If it is determined that the construction, or any aspect thereof, is not in accordance with the 
approved design, the Owner will be subject to fines in accordance with the current Fine 
Schedule.

https://libertywoodlands.files.wordpress.com/2016/10/lwha-rules-regulations-and-fine-schedule-1.pdf
https://libertywoodlands.files.wordpress.com/2016/10/lwha-rules-regulations-and-fine-schedule-1.pdf


Architectural Submission Checklist
Please include this checklist with your submission.

Element Included in submission?
Non-refundable Architectural Review Fee
All documents in PDF format
3D Renderings (requested but not required)
Site Plans, clearly showing:

Property Boundaries
Landscaping Plans
Building Footprint
Septic Tank Location
Propane Tank Location (if applicable)
Electrical Meter Location
Snow Storage Area

Building Elevations
Dimensions clearly marked
Exterior building materials clearly described, including:

Windows
Doors
Siding
Roof
Deck/Patio material
Railings
Exterior chimneys
Other visible exterior elements
Location of electrical meter

Floor Plans, clearly showing:
All rooms, clearly labeled with use (e.g., bedroom)
All doors, windows, and walls 
All dimensions 
Total square footage

Exterior Lighting plans, showing:
Location of lights
Type of lights (e.g. flood, downlight, etc)
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