
                                                                                                                                         
Liberty Woodlands Homeowners Association 
PO Box 127 
Winthrop, WA 98862 
 
May 16, 2019 
 
Dear LWHA Members, 
 
Well, spring has sprung in The Woodlands!  The first Spring Beauties and Glacier Lilies 
poked their heads up through the brown leaf cover and have almost disappeared with the 
advent of Service Berry and now lupine and larkspur!  Next we will see Arnica and 
Caliope Orchids.   And soon the bears will be arriving as they make their way through 
our neck of the woods.  Lambs have dropped at the Devin-Smith sheep ranch outside of 
Winthrop and Early Winters Outfitters finds young calves in the mix!  Now all we need is 
to see a young foal or two! 
 
The Board has finalized our Reserve Study with Jeff Samdal & Associates for long term 
planning of capital projects.  They are determining a schedule for long term maintenance 
and improvement of our roads, water system, fire line and woodlands  management, etc.   
 
One way we can help to minimize the capital costs of road maintenance is to observe the 
SPEED LIMITS coming and going from The Woodlands.  Driving fast on our roads will 
re-insert any pot holes that we fix in the next month and will tear up the surface in other 
areas.  And then there is the DUST !!!   Please 10 – 15 mph will help to minimize the 
dust.  Please let your vendors know as well.  The Morattis will be helping to repair our 
speed limit saw horse signs soon. 
 
The other reason to take it easy on our roads is that traffic has increased significantly 
since going from 10 cabins to 25 plus along with construction vehicles.  Please be careful 
at intersections and as you turn into Liberty Lane from the highway!    
 
We are fortunate to be able to enjoy the significant community property that we own as 
LWHA Members.  Take a walk around the perimeter to get to know your land.  You may 
spot many wild flowers during the spring and into fall that include: 
 
Spring Beauty   Prarie Star 
Glacier Lily   Cats Ear 
Arnica    Pussy Toes 
Balsam Root   Columbia Lily 
Larkspur   Lady Slipper  (I have only ever seen one!) 
Lupine    Blazing Star 
Pine drops   Indian Paint Brush 
Western Groundsel  and more…. ! 
 

                        
Balsam Root  Lady Slippers        Spring Beauties         Glacier Lily 



 
The next item we need to work on is SMOKE .  Now that we our community is growing 
there will be many more of us wanting to get rid of downed wood and woody debris.  We 
have generally burned this stuff but the Valley is becoming more aware of the effects of 
smoke from not only wild fires and prescribed burns but also from INDIVIDUAL BURN 
PILES.  When the wind stops, we see smoke columns appear up and down the Valley!   
 
Here’s one solution.  I have arranged with Owen’s Tree Service to drive by after 

Memorial Day to chip and or haul downed wood and pine needles.  Then we will also 
arrange a day the last week in October for him to come by again. 
 
Here are his instructions that will also minimize your costs: 
 
Downed wood:   

No larger than 6 inches in diameter 
All butt ends facing out to the road 
No huge big tangled piles. 
A long row of piles can be driven along more easily than one big pile 
Longer branches are better than short branches 
NO building materials – 4 x 4’s etc. 

 
Needles   
 Needles should be separate from downed wood and not mixed with other yard  
 waste 
 
Trees 

 Let Owen know if you have any trees that need to be removed based on your 
 Firewise Risk Assessment.  (Always check with the Architectural Committee for 
 confirmation.) 
 
Owen Almquist will chip and haul downed wood and needles from 
your property if you text him with your: 

1. Name and billing address and  
2. Liberty Lane/Ponderosa address. 

 
TEXT OWEN AT:   509 429 0730 
 
 
And one final word ….. 

 

 

 



Methow Living and 

Liberty Woodlands 
  

 
 

A Fed Bear is 

a Dead Bear 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Sincerely, 
 

Gay Northrup 
 
Gay Northrup 
Property Manager 
LWHA 

 


