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LIBERTY WOODLANDS HOA 

PROPERTY REPORT 

MAY 2017 

 

Lost Driveway Butte Thinning Project 

The Department of Natural Resources thinned the DNR property behind LWHA last 

summer.  It is likely they will burn the piles in the fall after fire season. 

 

Firewise:  LWHA has been designated a Firewise community since 2013.  We are entering 

our fifth year.  This year we plan a community day in late October/November for 

community property cleanup.  Lot owners, of course can pick up downed wood and stack it 

any time of the year.  Our DNR Cost Share grants require us to maintain the community 

property and private lots thinned in this program.  Refer to burning guidelines for 

Okanogan County on the internet. 

 

Trees:  Many homes will be built in the next two years.  When owners have a choice 

between removing a fir or a ponderosa tree, it is wise to keep the ponderosas which are 

more resistant to fire. 

 

Bears:  Some renters are apt to call the Department of Fish and Wildlife if they see a bear in 

The Woodlands.  A renter in another development even went as far as bringing a gun. 

Bears are to be protected in The Woodlands and are frequently seen ambling through mid-

day or evening.  This is one of the great benefits of living in the Methow Valley. 

 

How can we provide a safe environment for bears and people? 

1.  Do not leave garbage outside or in cars.  Garbage should be kept in a locked shed or 

 in doors.   

 The CC&Rs require that garbage be kept out of sight of our community  

roads. 

2.  Do not leave food out to attract bears. 

3. Birdfeeders (seed and nectar) should be brought in at night. 

  

Baiting bears with garbage or food will cause them to become a nuisance and frequently 

leads to having them euthanized. 

 

Please do not report bears to the Department of Fish and Wildlife  (WDFW) unless a bear 

has become a nuisance.  In that case I would appreciate being notified so that we can 
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determine how to avoid this situation in the future.  Nuisance bears are the result of a 

community’s poor management practices. 

 

Let your renters know that bears, cougars, lynx, bobcat, coyotes and other wildlife are to be 

appreciated and not reported except in rare cases.  All of these animals have been seen at 

least once in The Woodlands but are very rare except for bears if attracted to human food 

sources. 

 

Hunting:   Firearms/bow hunting are not allowed in The Woodlands per our CC&Rs.  In the 

fall if you see hunters scoping out deer in The Woodlands.  Please: 

1.  Get the license plate number and if possible take a picture of the vehicle. 

2. Ask the hunter to leave.  We have no neighbors or owners who give permission to 

hunters to hunt in The Woodlands.  Signs are posted at both entrances. 

3. Get a description of the hunter and companions and a description of the vehicle. 

4. Let Gay Northrup know so that she can either assist or provide information about 

how to report the incident. 

 

Sewer and Septic System To learn about our community’s sewer system please read the 

‘Best Practices’ section on our web site www.LibertyWoodlands.com  or the annual 

meeting minutes from May 2016.   It is imperative that home owners  understand how to 

manage their sewage in order to avoid damage to the community septic system.  Most 

damage to sewer systems results from inappropriate use by homeowners.   

 Our CC&Rs hold a home owner responsible if damage is done to the 

community septic system. 

 

Your septic tank should be cleaned every three years or more frequently if  in use full time 

or close to full time given rental traffic.  JA Wright has done this for homeowners 

historically. 

 

Reflective house number signs and Firewise:  Purchase these signs through Fire District 

#6 Fire Department.  To date we have only 7 homeowners with regulation reflective signs 

for 15 homes.  These signs are designed to be seen through smoke, mist, rain or in 

darkness.  These regulation signs make the job easier for firefighters and ambulance 

drivers not to mention your friends, neighbors delivery services and service providers to 

find your home.  We’ve already had one instance in which a renter with a medical 

emergency was unable to give directions to their cabin because there was no house 

number sign. 

 

Survey markers:  Builders and new home owners are responsible for maintaining and 

replacing, when necessary, their survey markers. 

http://www.libertywoodlands.com/
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Water valves:  Underground water valves are identified with blue stakes and tall poles,the 

latter to avoid damage by winter plowing.  It is always helpful for home and lot owners to 

maintain these poles.  If you install a water meter vault, the poles are still needed to 

identify valves in case of water leaks. 

 

Roads:  No planned maintenance this year.  Builders are responsible for bringing roads 

back to standard after installing water or sewer lines. 

 

Water and pumps:  The water system is working very well since replacement of the pump 

and motor on one well and installing a second well in 2014-15.   

 

We manually change pumps every week. 

 

Planned and unplanned power outages:  It is recommended that all homeowners keep 

emergency water in supply.  Weather and road accidents often take a power line out 

and/or Okanogan Energy Coop stages planned power outages for repairs and upgrades.  If 

you rent your home, please leave these supplies in an unlocked area for renters.   

 

1-2  6 gallon jugs for toilet water 

2-3  2 gallon jugs for drinking and cooking water 

 

We test our water annually and always receive a satisfactory. 

 

Community Property:  Members are encouraged to use community property for walks, 

skiing (ungroomed) and sledding.  Wildflowers are abundant - Arnica, Balsam Root, 

Calypso orchid/Fairy Slipper, Western Groundsel, Glacier Lillies and more.   Birds are also 

abundant with:  Western Tanagers, Cassin Finches, Evening Grosbeaks, Gold Finches, 

Pileated, Hairy and Downey Woodpeckers, Towhees, Pine Siskin, Stellar Jays  and more. 

 

The log bench near the Pump House is for all to use.  The sap was an issue last year but has 

since been fixed. 

 

END 

 

 

 


